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CONFIDENTIAL TELAVIV 1510 

E O 1 1652: NGDS 
TAGS: PFOR, IS, EG, JO 

SUB J : ISRAELI SETTLEMENT EFFORTS IN OCCUPIED TERRITORIES 

1. MARCH 14 PRESS CARRIES TWO ARTICLES OF INTEREST RE 
ISRAELI SETTLEMENT EFFORTS IN OCCUPIED TERRITORIES. FIRST 
ARTICLE STATES THAT FOURTH SETTLEMENT WILL BE ADDED TO ETZION 
BLOC IN WEST BANK; GROUNDBREAKING IS EXPECTED TO TAKE PLACE 
AFTER PASSOVER HOLIDAYS. SECOND ARTICLE CARRIES ANNOUNCEMENT 
BY JEWISH NATIONAL FUND THAT CONSTRUCTION OF FIRST 500 HOURING 
UNITS AT RAFAH JUNCTION REGIONAL CENTER IN SINAI WILL 

BEGIN WITHIN TWO WEEKS. HOUSING WILL BE PREFABRICATED. JNF 
ANNOUNCEMENT ALSO SAYS THAT WORK WILL BEGIN SHORTLY ON 
ROAD FROM EIN YAHAV IN THE ARAVA TO SDE BOKER AND TO RAFAH 
REGINAL CENTER THEREBY SHORTENING ROAD DISTANCE FROM THE 
ARAVA TO RAFAH JUNCTION AREA BY 200 KILOMETERS. 

2. COMMENT: FOURTH ETZION BLOC SETTLEMENT WILL PROBABLY 
BE MOSHAV KFAR ETZION GIMMEL, PLANS FOR ESTABLISHMENT 
OF WHICH WERE ANNOUNCED IN MAY 1973. RE RAFAH JUNCTION 
REGIONAL CENTER, CONSTRUCTION THERE WAS AT STANDSTILL AS LATE 
AS SIX WEEKS AGO BUT SETTING UP PREFABRICATED HOUSING AT CENTER 
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WOULD TAKE RELATIVELY LITTLE TIME TO COMPLETE. SOVIET IMMIGRANTS 
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PLANNING TO SETTLE AT REGIONAL CENTER HAVE BEEN STANDING BY AT 
ADJOINING SETTLEMENTS IN RAF AH JUNCTION AREA AND IN SOUTHERN 
NEGEV SINCE BEFORE OCTOBER WAR AND CAN 
BE EXPECTED TO MOE INTO HOUSING UST AS SOON AS 
IT IS COMPLETED. ASSUMING CONSTRUCTION AT REGIONAL CENTER 
GOES AHEAD AS PLANNED, VILLAGE OF 1500-2000 COULD BE ESTABLISHED 
WITHIN SIX MONTHS THEREBY ADDING ADDITIONAL COMPLICATING 
FACTOR TO SETTLEMEFT EFFORTS BETDAEN ISRAEL AND EGYPT. 
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